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» Jednim z velmi vyznamnych host( leto$ni logistické konference
SpeedChain, konané poc¢atkem prosince v prazském Kaiserstejn-
ském palaci byl profesor Virginia Tech University G. Don Taylor. Ten-
to celosvétové uznavany odbornik se s nami podélil o své dojmy
z konference a zhodnotil i dalSi moznosti vzajemného vyuziti evrop-
skych a americkych zkuSenosti s feSenim logistické problematiky.

Pane profesore, mohl byste struéné shrnout vysledky mezina-
rodni konference SpeedChain 2007?

Konference byla pfinosna hned z nékolika hledisek. Zaprvé to
pro mé osobné byla pfilezitost navazat celou fadu novych pracov-
nich kontaktu s evropskymi logistickymi experty. Zadruhé pak konfe-
rence poskytla vzacnou prilezitost nahlédnout do odliSnosti mezi
vSak povazuji skutecnost, ze konference nabidla vystoupeni odbor-
nik z celé fady zemi s rozdilnym odbornym zazemim. Kvalita jed-
notlivych prispévkd vyrazné prevysSovala Uroven vétsiny konferenci,
kterych jsem mél moznost se v posledni dobé zucastnit.

Vezmeme-li v tivahu jednotlivé prispévky, kde spatrujete hlav-
ni rozdily v pristupu k podobnym ¢i stejnym problémiam
v Americe a Evropé?

Jak logistika evropska, tak ta americka maji shodny kontinentalni
charakter, ale v fadé aspektd jsou velmi odlisné. V Americe napfi-
klad nezname problémy zplsobené mnozstvim Urednich jazyku, které
jsou pro Evropu tolik charakteristické. Je to jeden z dGvodd, pro¢ by
se mohlo zdat, Ze americka logistika je jednodussi. My vSak zase
napfiklad bojujeme s faktem, Ze zejména ve vnitrozemi je velmi niz-
ka hustota obyvatelstva. Velmi zasadnim rozdilem obou pojeti je pak
vyrazné vy$$i diraz na environmentalni aspekty podnikani v Evro-
pé. V této oblasti maji Ameri€ané co dohanét.

Vidite realnou prilezitost vyuZit pri reSeni sou¢asnych problé-
mu v Evropé zkusenosti z Ameriky a naopak?

Myslim, ze tak, jak Evropa postupné likviduje hranice mezi jed-
notlivymi staty, mGze uspésné Cerpat z mnohaletych zkusenosti sku-
te€né kontinentalniho pojeti logistiky v USA. Naopak Ameri¢ané maji
v souvislosti s rostoucim poctem obyvatel v USA skvélou pfilezitost

ziskavat nezbytné zkusenosti pravé v Evropé.

Jak hodnotite na zakladé prezentovanych prispévki vysledky
Ceské logistiky ve srovnami s logistikou globalni?

Ceska republika udglala v poslednich deseti letech obrovsky krok
kupfedu a stéle disponuje nezanedbatelnym potencidlem pro dalsi rust.
Neni tomu tak davno, co se zapadni Evropa domnivala, Ze Praha
se nachazi na samém okraji té Evropy, v niz Ize realizovat moderni ob-
chod. Dnes v8ak Praha stoji v samotném stfedu revitalizované Evropy.

Tézko najdete v Evropé lokalitu geograficky lépe situovanou pro to,
aby se stala idealnim bodem pro evropskou distribuci. V&Ffim, ze Ceska
logistika ma velky potencial a jsem velmirad za to, Ze i kdyz jen v malé
mife, pfece jen mohu byt i ja osobné soucasti tohoto vyvoje.

Logistics - Topics for all

I>One of the important guests to this year's SpeedChain logistic confe-
rence held at the beginning of December in the Kaiserstein Palace in
Prague was Don G. Taylor, Professor, Virginia Tech University. The world-
wide respected expert has shared his impressions from the conference
with us and assessed future possibilities of mutual application of the
European and American experience in resolution of logistic issues.

Prof Taylor, could you briefly summarize the outputs of the
2007 SpeedChain international conference?

The conference was very useful from several viewpoints. First, it
was a way to increase my professional network with European sup-
ply chain professionals.

Second, it provided insight into the differences between North Ame-
rican and European logistics. Perhaps most importantly, it featured
outstanding speakers from a wide variety of geographical locations
with several different areas of expertise. The quality of presentations
was far better than most conferences | have recently attended.

Looking back at individual speeches, could you briefly indica-
te what are the main differences between US and European
approaches of similar or even identical problems?

US and European logistics problems are both on a continental
scale, but very different. In the US, we have a none of the language
or trade barriers that exist in most of Europe. Thus, one could argue
that in ways the US is an easier environment for logistics. Even so,
the US has many more rural areas with very low population density
in the interior of the continent. This can create challenges that are
not found in Europe, with its much higher average population densi-
ty. Another difference is the greater emphasis on environmental con-
cerns in Europe. This is an area where North Americans need to
make great advances.

Do you see any chance to capitalize on US based experience
while solving contemporary European shortcomings within the
SCM and vice versa?

As Europe continues to knock down trade barriers, it can learn from
the US experience with problems of continental scale. As the US conti-
nues to grow in population, it can learn from the European experiences.

Based on the speeches presented at the conference, how
do you perceive the overall achievements of Czech logistics
from the global prospective?

The Czech Republic has made great strides forward in the last
decade, but still has a tremendous potential for growth. A few short
years ago, Westerners would have argued that Prague was on the
extreme Eastern side of any portion of Europe that was available for
well developed trade. Today, Prague stands in the geographical cen-
ter of a revitalized Europe. No European location is better suited to
serve as a distribution point. | expect great things from Czech logis-
tics, and | am pleased and excited to be a part of this community,
even if in only a very small way. O



