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80 let spolecnosti
Raben Group

Kdyz J. W. Raben zalozil v roce 1931 dopravni spolecnost v Nizozemsku, chtél poskytovat do-
pravni sluzby pro mistni trh. Z¥ejmé necekal, Ze podnik, ktery zalozil, oslavi 80. narozeniny a ze
jeho pobocky budou piisobit v deseti zemich a jeho sluzeb bude vyuZzivat cely evropsky kontinent.

Jeho nasledovnik Theo Raben, ktery prevzal ve-
deni spolecnosti v roce 1960, zahdjil ¢innost pri-
kopnickym ¢inem - zavedl prepravni linku do
Polska. Diky tomu se spolecnost brzy stala uzna-
vanym odbornikem na pFepravu mezi obéma staty.
Na jedné z takovych cest zakoupil jeho syn Ewald
Raben mladsi mapu Polska a vyznadil na ni body,
které, jak se pozdéji ukazalo, znamenaly naplano-
vané obchodni pobocky v Polsku. Kli€ovym mo-
mentem se stal rok 1991, kdy byla v Baranowu
pobliz Poznané otevirena prvni pobocka. Zpocatku
spoleCnost zajistovala pouze prepravu mezi Pol-
skem a zemémi Beneluxu. Brzy vSak v souladu
s potrebami zakaznikli svoji Cinnost rozsitila
o sluzby spojené s poskytovanim celniho odbavo-
vani, shéru a skladovani zasilek. Od té doby posky-
tované sluzby nabyvaly na rozsahu, coz si vyzadalo
dalsi rozsiveni sité, a tak z plivodné dvanacti pla-
novanych pobocek jich v roce 2010 bylo 24.

Dalsi z pobocek spole¢nosti Raben v této zemi
zahajila provoz v roce 2002. Z pobocky se pod na-
zvem Fresh Logistics stala spole¢nost orientujici
se na logistiku Cerstvych produktd, které vyzaduji
po celou dobu prepravy a skladovani stalou te-
plotu mezi +2 °C az +6 °C. Tato pobocka vznikla
na zakladé potieb zakaznikil, coz se pozdgji uka-
zalo jako spravné rozhodnuti. Spole¢nost Fresh
Logistics se v kratké dobé stala lidrem na trhu lo-
gistickych sluzeb pro Cerstvé produkty v Polsku.

Rozvoj spole¢nosti a zmény v Evropé se staly
podnétem pro to, aby vedeni spole¢nosti Raben
Group prozkoumalo i trhy v ostatnich zemich. Vy-
sledkem bylo, Ze v roce 2003 Raben Group zaha-
jila ¢innost na Ukrajing, kde se jeji tehdy jedina
pobocka v Kyjevé zacala rychle rozvijet. Brzy ote-
viela nové kancelare, sklady, terminaly a priibézné
rozSirovala nabidku sluzZeb. V souc¢asnosti ma Ukra-
jina osm obchodnich pobocek a svym zakaznikiim
nabizi 50 000 m? ploch, véetné prvniho profesio-
nalniho cross-docku. Dalsi faze rozvoje probéhla
v roce 2004, kdy spole¢nost Raben Group zalozila
pobocky v Litvé, LotySsku a Estonsku.

V roce 2005 spolecnost Raben Group expando-
vala do Némecka, kde v ramci akvizice ziskala spo-
le¢nost Birkart Systemverkehre, nyni Raben
Logistics Germany. Raben Group v Némecku po-
silila svij vliv a rozsitila svoji sit o dvé pobocky
spole¢nosti Cordes & Simon ve méstech Prenzlau
a Mittenwalde.

0 dva roky pozdgji, tedy v roce 2007, byla v Pol-
sku zalozena spole¢nost Raben Sea & Air, ktera
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dopliuje Siroké spektrum sluZzeb poskytovanych
Raben Group o namovni a leteckou nakladni do-
pravu, ¢imz se otevrel dalsi distribucni kanal pro
logistiku zbozi nasich zakaznikd.

Spolecnost Raben Group v ramci své strategie
a Slovenské republice. A tak se v roce 2008 stala
akcionarem a pozdéji i majitelem logistické spo-
leCnosti Setto Spedition, ktera v té dobé plisobila

v obou téchto zemich (v soucasné dobé Raben Lo-
gistics Czech a Raben Logistics Slovakia). Dalsim
krokem, ktery posilil v roce 2010 pozici Raben
Group na tomto trhu, bylo ziskani spole¢nosti
Transkam, jeZ byla jednou z nejvétSich mistnich
spole¢nosti poskytujicich sluzby 3PL pro potravi-
novy sektor FMCG. Touto akvizici doslo k expanzi
logistickych sluzeb pro potravinarské vyrobky
v Ceské republice a na Slovensku.

Dalsi zemi stredni a vychodni Evropy, do niz
Raben Group v roce 2010 expandovala, je Ma-
darsko. Spole¢nost Raben Logistics Hungary se
tak stala soucasti skupiny Raben. Je to pravé
stfedni a vychodni Evropa, kde se chce Raben
Group stat lidrem, a Madarsko je jeji nezbytnou
soucasti. Aby Raben Group usnadnila pronikani

svého know-how na tamni trh a nabidla svym za-
kazniklim dalsi vyhody, rozhodla se posilit svoji
pozici na trhu a zaclenit do své struktury spole¢-
nost Masped Expressz-Logisztika.

Posledni vyznamnou udalosti, ktera se uskutec-
nila v ¢ervnu 2011, byla akvizice némecké silnicni
distribucni sité a obchodnich aktivit provadénych
v Ceské republice, Madarsku, Polsku a Slovenské
republice spolecnosti Wincanton. Diky této tran-
sakci se spolecnost pres noc rozrostla z plivod-
nich 5 200 zaméstnancii na 7 500 a ze 77
pobocek na 133. ,Tato akvizice je pro Raben
Group milnikem a zaroven i krokem k cili stat se
lidrem na trhu ve stfedni a vychodni Evropé.
V nejblizsi budoucnosti se soustiedime na dokon-
¢eni implementace integracniho planu, ktery jsme
vytvorili spole¢né se zaméstnanci byvalé spolec-
nosti Wincanton. Prvnim krokem bude zména
nazvu spolecnosti z Wincanton na Raben Trans
European,” komentuje transakci Ewald Raben,
CEQ Raben Group.

Dnes je Raben Group evropskou spolecnosti
s bohatymi zkuSenostmi a rozsahlymi znalostmi.
Plisobi v 10 evropskych zemich, disponuje témér

800 000 m? skladovacich ploch a poskytuje
sluzby smluvni logistiky a prepravy zboZi. Zaro-
ven si je plné védoma dopadu na zivotni prostredi
a ridi se jasnou strategii v ramci spolecenské od-
povédnosti firmy. Od pocatku byla rodinnym pod-
nikem a jeji forma vlastnictvi umoznovala
napriklad pomérné vysokou nezavislost na fi-
nancnich trzich a rychlejSi moznost se rozhodo-
vat. Raben Group zlstala spole¢nosti ,s lidskou
tvari”, kde mezilidské vztahy jsou skutecné diile-
Zité. Dobré partnerské vztahy se zakazniky, za-
méstnanci a partnery mély vzdy pro Raben Group
zasadni vyznam. O

Jan Loubal
Raben Logistics Czech a.s.
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80 Years of Raben Group

When J. W. Raben founded a transport company in the Netherlands in 1931, his intention
was to provide transport services on the local market. He would be probably far from
expecting his company to celebrate the 80t birthday and operate in ten countries, with
its services being used by the entire European continent.

His successor, Theo Raben, who took over the
company management in 1960, started his
work by a groundbreaking decision - he
introduced a transport line to Poland. Thanks to
that the company became a respected expert in
transport between the two countries soon. On
one of their journeys to Poland his son Ewald
Raben Jr. bought a map of Poland and marked a
few points in it, which later turned out to be
branches planned in Poland. The turning point
came in 1991, when the first branch was
opened in Baranow close to Poznan. At the
beginning Raben provided only transport
between Poland and Benelux countries.
However, it quickly expanded its services by
customs clearance, and shipment collection and
storage, as it was required by its customers.
Since then the scope of the provided services
has been growing, which made further
expansion necessary and the originally planned
twelve branches became 24 in 2010.

Another Raben branch started to operate in
Poland in 2002. Under the name "Fresh
Logistics” the company became a specialist in
logistics of fresh products that require constant
temperature in the range between +2 °C and
+6 °C throughout the whole transport and
storage process. The branch was established
based on client needs, which later turned out to
be a good decision. Fresh Logistics grew to
become the leader on the fresh product logistic
market in Poland in a short time.

The company’s growth and the changes in
Europe motivated Raben Group to investigate
markets in other countries too. The result was
opening of Raben Group operations in Ukraine in
2003, where the only branch in Kiev started to
grow rapidly. Soon it opened new offices,
warehouses, terminals and continuously
expanded its service portfolio. Today Ukraine
has eight branches and offers 50,000 square
metres of storage space to its clients, including
the first professional cross-dock in the country.

Another development phase came in 2004
when Raben Group started branches in
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia.

In 2005 Raben Group expanded to Germany,
where it acquired Birkart Systemverkehre,
today known as Raben Logistics Germany. In
Germany Raben Group strengthened its position
and expanded its network by two branches of
Cordes & Simon in Prenzlau and Mittenwalde.

Two years later, i.e. in 2007, Raben Sea & Air
was established in Poland. It added sea and air
freights transport to the broad spectrum of the
services provided by Raben Group; another
distribution channel was opened for logistics of
Raben’s customers.

Within its strategy, Raben Group also
investigated the possibility of entry to the Czech
and Slovak markets. In 2008 it became a
shareholder and later also the owner of Setto

Spedition, a logistic provider operating on both
the markets at that time (today Raben Logjistics
Czech and Raben Logistics Slovakia). The next
step that strengthened the position of Raben
Group on the market in 2010 was acquisition of
Transkam, one of the biggest local companies
providing 3PL services to the FMCG food sector.
The acquisition enabled expansion of food
product logistic services to the Czech Republic
and Slovakia.

Another Central and Eastern European
country entered by Raben Group in 2010 was
Hungary. Raben Logistics Hungary joined Raben
Group. It is the region of the Central and
Eastern Europe, where Raben Group plans to
become the market leader, and Hungary forms
a necessary part of it. To make penetration of
its know-how to the local market easier and
offer extra benefits to its clients, Raben Group
decided to reinforce its market position and
make Masped Expressz-Logisztika a part of its
organisational structure.

The last landmark was acquisition of the
German road distribution network and
commercial activities in the Czech Republic,
Hungary, Poland and Slovakia from Wincanton
in June 2011. Thanks to that transaction the
company grew up from originally 5, 200 to
7500 employees and from 77 to 133 branches
overnight. "The acquisition means a milestone to
Raben Group and at the same time a step
towards its objective to become the market
leader in the Central and Eastern Europe. In the
nearest future we are going to focus on
completion of the integration plan created
together with the employees of former
Wincanton. The first step will be the change of
the company name from Wincanton to Raben
Trans European,” comments Ewald Raben, CEO
Raben Group.

Today Raben Group is a European company
disposing of extensive experience and broad
knowledge. It operates in 10 European
countries, has almost 800,000 m? of storage
area available and provides services in the field
of contractual logistics and transport of goods.
At the same time it is fully aware of the
environmental impacts and is driven by a clear
strategy within its corporate responsibility. Since
the very beginning it has been a family business
and its ownership structure allowed for example
a relatively high level of independence on
financial markets and faster decision-making
processes. Raben Group continues to be a
company with “human face”, where
interpersonal relations play a really important
role. Good partner relations with clients,
employees and partners have always been of
cardinal importance to Raben Group. O

Jan Loubal
Raben Logistics Czech a.s.
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